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Product Description

Ancient and Medieval History (middle 
schools)

Ancient and Medieval History Online provides thorough coverage of nine civilizations—ancient 
Egypt, ancient Mesopotamia, ancient Greece, ancient Rome, ancient and medieval Africa, 
medieval Europe, the Americas, ancient and medieval Asia, and Islamic Empire—from prehistory 
to the 1500s.

Capstone Interactive Library (middle 
schools)

a collection of 16 eBook titles for simultaneous use by all middle schools supporting the STEM 
curriculum.

CultureGrams (all schools)
Up to date information on over 200 countries and cultures.  25 categories are tracked including 
history, land and climate, religion, personal appearance, gestures, language, government, family, 
dating and marriage, etc.

EBSCO Auto Repair Reference 
Center (middle and high schools and 
all staff)

Auto Repair Reference Center (ARRC) contains repair and maintenance information on most 
major manufacturers of domestic and imported vehicles. New repair procedures, TSBs and 
updates are added to the product on a regular basis.

EBSCO Explora Primary School 
(elementary schools) (replaces 
Searchasaurus and Kid's Search)

This searchable encyclopedia and dictionary site is designed for elementary and middle school 
students. It includes images, articles and definitions. It also has a teacher resource section.

EBSCO Explora Secondary School 
(middle and high schools) (replaces 
Kid's Search and Student Research 
Center)

Designed for middle and high school students, this searchable database provides coverage of 
current events, primary source documents, and film and video from books, encyclopedias, 
newspapers, magazines and government reports. It has a teacher resource sections as well. 

EBSCO Explora Educator's edition 
(all staff)

Explora Educator's edition includes teacher resources to suport the Explora Primary and 
Secondary school databases

EBSCO ERIC (staff only) 
ERIC®, the Education Resource Information Center, provides access to education literature and 
resources. The database provides access to information from journals included in the Current 
Index of Journals in Education and Resources in Education Index.

EBSCO History Reference Center 
(middle and high schools and all 
staff)

This database includes more than 300 reference books and encyclopedias; 58,000 historical 
documents; 43,000 biographies; and more than 100,000 images and historical maps.
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EBSCO Hobbies and Crafts 
Reference Center  (middle and high 
schools and all staff)

Hobbies and Crafts Reference Center (EBSCO) provides detailed "how-to" instructions and 
creative ideas to meet the interests of virtually every hobby enthusiast. Includes full-text articles 
from leading hobby and craft magazines along with hundreds of how-to videos and thousands of 
recipes.

EBSCO Home Improvement 
Reference Center   (middle and high 
schools and all staff)

Home Improvement Reference Center (EBSCO) features full-text content from leading home 
improvement books and magazines, images not found anywhere else online, and how-to videos 
of popular home repair projects.

EBSCO MAS Ultra (Magazine Article 
Summaries) (middle and high 
schools and all staff)

Designed specifically for high school libraries, this database contains full text for nearly 500 
popular, high school magazines. MAS Ultra – School Edition also provides more than 360 full text 
reference books, 85,670 biographies, over 107,000 primary source documents, and an Image 
Collection of over 510,000 photos, maps & flags, color PDFs and expanded full text backfiles 
(back to 1975) for key magazines.

EBSCO Master File Premier (middle 
and high schools and all staff)

EBSCO MasterFile Premier provides searchable full text for over 1,700 publications dating as far 
back as 1975. Also included are nearly 500 full text reference books and an Image Collection of 
over 400,000 photos, maps and flags.

EBSCOHost Professional 
Development Collection and Teacher 
Reference Center (staff only)

Professional Development Collection  and Teacher Reference Center , designed for professional 
educators, provide highly specialized collections of nearly 520 high quality education journals, 
including more than 350 peer-reviewed titles. These databases also contains more than 200 
educational reports. This is the most comprehensive and most valuable collection of full text 
education journals in the world. In addition to full text, indexing and abstracts are provided for 
more than 700 journals. 

EBSCO Science Reference Center™ 
(middle and high schools and all 
staff)

Includes science periodicals,  reference books, encyclopedias, essays, biographies, animations, 
images and videos.  Supports all science disciplines.

EBSCO Small Engine Repair 
Reference Center (middle and high 
schools and all staff)

Small Engine Repair Reference Center offers detailed, yet user-friendly repair guides for all types 
of small engines. Whether you are looking to do routine maintenance, such as tune-ups and 
brake service, or more extensive repairs to engines and transmissions, Small Engine Repair 
Reference Center can help. 

Encyclopaedia Britannica Annals of 
American History (all schools) Explore American history through primary sources and multimedia. 

Encyclopaedia Britannica Global 
Reference Center (all schools)

Japanese, Korean, Chinese, French Britannica encyclopaedias and another link to the Spanish 
Reference Center.
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Encyclopaedia Britannica 
ImageQuest (all schools)

Access more than two million rights-cleared images from over 50 of the best collections in the 
world. The images in this product go a long way to supporting curriculum and meeting the needs 
of students without having to use google images.

Encyclopaedia Britannica Online 
Academic Edition (all schools)

Although every student has access to this encyclopaedia it is recommended for high school and 
higher education.  

(Encyclopaedia) Britannica  School  
(all schools)

3 encyclopedias in one: Encyclopaedia Britannica, Compton’s by Britannica and Britannica 
Elementary.   A search will return articles from all 3 encyclopedias so students can choose which 
level meets their needs.  This new interface replaces both the 21st Century Explorer and the 
Online School Edition products and provides easier access for all students at all learning levels. 

Encyclopaedia Britannica Moderna 
and Britannica Escolar  (all schools)

Britannica Escolar Online provides a Spanish elementary encyclopedia, images, videos, and 
Spanish language learning materials specifically designed for younger learners.  Enciclopedia 
Moderna is the most comprehensive Spanish language encyclopedia available today. It features 
145,000 articles plus timelines, an atlas, and a dictionary.

Encyclopaedia Britannica Webster’s 
Third  New International Dictionary 
Unabridged (all schools)

Throw out that URL to dictionary.com.  This is a real dictionary and without those pesky 
advertisements and pop-ups.  Keep this one open as a window on your desktop whenever you 
are writing or researching!

Encyclopaedia Britannica World Data 
Analyst (all schools)

Similar to CultureGrams, World Data Analyst provides "Country Snapshots."  However, it goes 
further -- students can create "current comparisons" of countries based on a large list of data 
points. It is also possible to make "chronological comparisons," which compares changes over 
time up to 90 years.  

FactCite: American History (middle 
schools)

More than 6,000 illustrated articles of people, places, and events in American History. Includes 
American Indians, eras in American history, and comprehensive section on U.S. states.

FactCite: Countries and Cultures 
(middle schools)

This database has comprehensive coverage of the countries of the world, illustrated. Supports 
research for country reports and activities such as Model UN and debate. Sections include 
curated weblinks for further study.

FactCite: Defining Moments in U.S. 
History (middle schools)

This resource for middle school students and above explores the historical context and 
consequences of 30 defining moments in United States history, such as the Battle of Gettysburg, 
the Great War and the Jazz Age and the Attack on Pearl Harbor. Each event is treated in detail 
and supplemented with primary source documents, timelines, biographies, reading lists, 
glossaries, and photographs.
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FactCite: Shapers of Society (middle 
schools)

For middle schools, this resource provides biographies of 101 people who influenced the 
progress of civilization. Indexed by subject, field of endeavor, and era. Narrative biographies 
accompanied by primary source document support Common Core. 

FactCite:Sports Champions (middle 
schools)

For middle school students, this database presents illustrated biographies of 700+ sports 
champions, past and present, who competed in 50 sports. Searchable/browsable alphabetically, 
by sport, by era, and by place of birth. Full-text search capability and index by Lexile measure.

FactCite: World Biography (middle 
schools) 10,000 biographies of famous people from around the world. More than 2,000 illustrations.

FactCite 1,2,3 (elementary schools) FactCite 1,2,3 is a collection of articles on the following subjects: Animals, Planets, Mythology, 
Biographies, States, Countries, Elements and Biomes for students in elementary grades.

NewsBank Historical Newspapers 
1690-2000 (high schools)

Find news articles covering topics in government, politics, social issues, culture, literature, 
discoveries, inventions and more from hundreds of primary sources . Includes news and 
eyewitness accounts of events, issues and daily life in the colonies or during the Revolutionary 
War, westward expansion, the Civil War, Reconstruction, industrialization, the Progressive Era, 
World War I and other eras. Also included are illustrations, advertisements, classifieds, birth and 
marriage announcements, obituaries, stories about historic people and other articles exactly as 
they appeared in print.

NoodleTools (all schools)

This is an online bibliography (works cited) composer and note taking tool.  The student inputs the 
information necessary and prints out the bibliography. Students can also take notes online using 
this product. Instruction in the necessary input is still needed but it takes away the format and 
punctuation headaches!  This product is also very useful to MCPS staff who are taking higher 
education classes.

Opposing Viewpoints in Context 
(high schools)

Covers today’s social issues  by bringing together a variety of resources including pro-con 
viewpoint articles, topic overviews, primary source documents, biographies of social activists and 
reformers, court-case overviews, profiles of federal agencies and special interest groups.  The 
information is found in full-text magazines, academic journals, newspapers, statistical tables, 
charts and graphs, images and podcasts of weekly presidential addresses and many NPR 
programs.
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PebbleGo Animals (elementary 
schools)

An animal database designed specifically for K-2 emergent readers and researchers. It features 
more than 200 animal articles correlated to life science standards, animal audio and video, 
carefully leveled text, educational games, and innovative read-aloud capabilities.  PebbleGo 
features easy-to-use searching tools, and introduces early learners to database and research 
concepts.

PebbleGo Biographies (elementary 
schools)

A biography database designed specifically for K-2 emergent readers and researchers. Students 
can research the lives of important inventors, explorers, African Americans, Hispanic Americans, 
women and more.  PebbleGo features easy-to-use searching tools, and introduces early learners 
to database and research concepts.

PebbleGo Dinosaurs (elementary 
schools)

NEW for 2015! A dinosaur database designed specifically for K-2 emergent readers and 
researchers. Students can research the various species of dinosaurs incliding beaked, bird-like, 
and long-necked dinosaurs. PebbleGo features easy-to-use searching tools, and introduces early 
learners to database and research concepts.

PebbleGo Science (elementary 
schools)

A science database designed specifically for K-2 emergent readers and researchers.Supports the 
core concepts of earth science, space, seasons, and weather.

PebbleGo Social Studies (elementary 
schools)

A social studies database designed specifically for K-2 emergent readers and 
researchers.Supports the core concepts of of the world around us, including maps, families and 
holidays.

ProQuest Research Library (high 
schools)

Research Library Prep offers a comprehensive full-text publication collection that meets a wide 
range of research demands from general reference to advanced subject matter.

Rourke e-Books (elementary 
schools)

A collection of 30 e-book titles for simultaneous use by all elementary schools supporting the 
grade 4 and 5 Inquiry projects in C. 2.0. 

ScienceFlix (middle schools)

ScienceFlix combines curriculum- driven leveled content, interactive features, and intuitive 
navigation into a single, highly engaging mobile and tablet compatible science resource. With its 
emphasis on the latest STEM thinking and the Next Generation Science Standards, ScienceFlix 
will transform the way students access science topics, acquire scientific knowledge and build an 
abiding interest in science, technology, and engineering.

SIRS Decades (all schools)
Delivers thousands of relevant primary and secondary source documents organized around the 
decades of the 20th century. It gives students a direct glimpse into the past, while providing the 
context needed to understand the modern implications of historical events.
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SIRS Discoverer (all schools)

The database includes carefully selected full-text articles and images from more than 1,600 
domestic and international newspapers, magazines, government documents, and websites. This 
resource is especially useful elementary school researchers and students in middle and high 
schools who need information at lower reading levels. 

SIRS Knowledge Source  (all 
schools)

SIRS Knowledge Source includes SIRS Researcher, a periodical database.  Resident in SIRS 
Researcher is a link to SIRS Pro/Con which has been very important to issues research for 
middle and high schools.  Also included in SIRS Knowledge Source is SIRS Renaissance, current 
perspectives on the arts and humanities, SIRS Web Select, a student search engine with 
editorially selected websites and SIRS Interactive Citizenship, interactive books on U.S. 
citizenship.  Links to SIRS Decades and SIRS Discoverer can also be found on the SKS 
homepage. 

Student Resources In Context  (high 
schools)

Databases of curriculum targeted primary documents, biographies), topical essays, critical 
analysis, full-text coverage of newspapers and periodicals.  These databases are an excellent 
resource for information across the curriculum. Uses their own reading scale – basic, 
intermediate and advanced. 

Teachingbooks.net (all schools)

Teaching books is a unique service that provides up close and personal interviews (multimedia 
abounds!) with some of the most loved and respected children and young adult authors.  Also 
included are an array of lesson plans and other resources for use by language arts teachers and 
for students. Great for author studies at all grade levels.

TumbleBook Library (all schools)

TumbleBookLibrary is an online collection of TumbleBooks – animated, talking picture books 
which teach kids the joy of reading in a format they'll love. TumbleBooks are created by adding 
animation, sound, music and narration to existing picture books in order to produce an electronic 
picture book which you can read, or have read to you. Publishers include Simon & Schuster, 
Chronicle Books, Candlewick Press, Charlesbridge Press, Harcourt, Little Brown, Walker & 
Company, Lerner Books, and HarperCollins.

U.S. History In Context (middle and 
high schools)

A collection of primary and secondary resources to support the study of United States history from 
middle school through college. Provides a complete overview of U.S. history covering the most-
studied events, issues and current information. 

For access URLs and username/password information, see the Google sheet: URLs central services 2016- 2107 access inf
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1lrcDOmWFr52imyzzy0MKCR6N4i7ZYX0maFrEDCps9aQ/edit#gid=420450860

Questions? Contact Robbie Reasoner, Evaluation and Selection office, School Library Media Programs
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